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A New Era Starts Here.

The Fascination of
Ever-evolving Umeda, Osaka

Al =
4@ New underground line S
fam T A S Naniwasuji
45,000m2 of the 170,000m2 Phase-2 L)
Development zone has been secured to
create an urban park.

Shin-Namba
] O Namba

As a transport hub used by 2.4 million passengers every day and
with a rich array of shopping and amenity options, Osaka’s Umeda
district is continuing its evolution into a world-class commercial zone
and center of innovation. The Umekita area, which has achieved major
success as a Phase-1 Development, is where much of this evolution is
taking place. Now the long d Phase-2 Develop is under
way. Umeda’s evolution into an urban area unique on a global scale
continues to fascinate.

*Umekita means “north of Umeda”

m city clothed in greenery
Umekita Phase-2 Development kicks off

The Umekita Project is
rising on the site of a former
Japan Railways (JR) cargo
terminal, close to Osaka
Station. The huge site covers
nearly a quarter of a million
square meters. In April 2013,
construction in the 70,000mz
Phase-1 Development was
completed, and today the
facility receives 50 million visits a year. In March 2015, urban
development plans for Umekita Phase-2 were finalized, and
preparations began for full-scale development.

The Phase-2 zone concept is a fusion of greenery and
innovation. The development plan is challenging, calling for a
45,000mz urban park at the center of the site, and 80,000m2 of
greenery for the site as a whole. The overall Umekita Innovation
Concept aims to provide products and services to promote
healthy, fulfilling lifestyles. The prefecture and municipality of
Osaka, the business community, and developers are collaborating
to realize the features required to deliver innovation.

Competitive bidding for the Umekita Phase-2 Development
kicked off in December 2017. Initial developer selection has
already resulted in 20 distinct proposal teams, and participation
will also be open to international developers and landscape
designers. Involvement from the beginning in development and
design of the entire zone, including the central park, will be a
major challenge for the participants, and a rare opportunity to
demonstrate their capabilities.

Meanwhile, basic construction, including transport
infrastructure, is moving ahead. Osaka Station is a key transport
hub offering unmatched access to the entire Kansai region, but
the start of construction for direct connections between Kansai
International Airport, and Osaka and Shin-Osaka Stations,
promises to cut transit time to the airport to around 20 minutes. At
the same time, a new planned rail line, the Naniwasuji Line, will
run north-south through metropolitan Osaka. Once the line is
complete, access from Kansai International Airport will be even
faster and more convenient.

enerating innovation from multifaceted interaction
The success of Knowledge Capital

It has been less than five years since Grand Front Osaka, as
part of the Phase-1 Development, opened its doors. Knowledge
Capital is a core facility within Grand Front Osaka, a place for
knowledge creation and exchange. Locating a center for
knowledge creation in a central retail facility has attracted
international attention and throngs of foreign visitors. The
expanding roster of international participants includes those from
Austria, France, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Thailand. Promotion of
such activities as mutual cross-marketing and business matching
has steadily bolstered Knowledge Capital’s value as a bridge for
international business.

Hack Osaka is an annual
international innovation
conference held since 2012 by
Osaka, the Open Innovation
City. The theme of this year’s
conference is “Power to
Connect and Get Connected
Produces Serendipity: Give
Before You Get.”

Hack Osaka 2018

‘ Date: February 27, 2018 (13:00-18:00)
Hack0saka yeqye: Grand Front 0saka, Congres convenhon Center B2F

https://www.i i ka.jp/h ka/en.html

Transport Kita-Umeda Station is to be constructed within
the development zone, and a new rail line, the Naniwasuji
Line, is to run from the south to the north of the city.

The two main features of Knowledge Capital are The
Knowledge Salon, which serves as a setting for members to
communicate, and The Lab., for presentation of research results.
The Knowledge Salon is staffed with communicators experienced
in matching members, and the resulting interchange is spawning
numerous collaborations. The Knowledge Salon also hosts over
200 events annually, giving its 2,000 members a broad selection
of interaction opportunities. There are many international
members, and a long waiting list to join.

The Lab. serves as a setting
for enterprises and universities
to present research results.
Visitor feedback is encouraged
to drive further refinements
aimed at realizing practical new
products and technologies.
Participants praise The Lab. for
the domestic and international
product exposure it offers. Such
exposure can in some cases
lead to further opportunities,
such as joint development
agreements with major enterprise partners, or funding from
international investors. The Lab. is a powerful incubator for
success.

When Umekita Phase-2 is complete, it will act as a magnet for a
diverse population, and is expected to become a major center for
innovation.

—_— N\

The Lab. and Communicators

succession of major projects
Supercharging Umeda’s development

Within a one-kilometer radius, Umeda includes seven railway
stations and a wide range of retail and office facilities, hotels, and
convention spaces, all in one compact area. Several major
development projects have been completed in recent years,
including Osaka Station City, rising over JR Osaka Station, as well
as the Umeda Hankyu Building renovation and the Umekita
Phase-1 Development. The face of Umeda is changing all the
time.

The Umeda 1-1 Project is in progress in the area to the south of
JR Osaka Station, with the Dai Hanshin and Shin Hankyu

—

Umeda 1-1 Project

A department store is to
occupy the space up to the 9th

floor, and offices and other
spaces will occupy the 11th
floor and above.

Buildings undergoing comprehensive renovation and
reconstruction that will transform them into an integrated
complex. The project is notable for being the first development to
receive permission to connect two buildings with a commercial
facility spanning the space over the roadway between them. Work
is progressing in stages with completion slated for spring 2022.
The Hanshin Department Store will occupy nine aboveground
floors. The 11th floor will feature a sky lobby and conference
facility, while the 12th to 38th floors will house the largest single
office zone in western Japan. The goal is to bring Osaka’s
business and convention facilities to a level that is every bit as
competitive as those in Tokyo. The project will include an
auditorium with seating for 1,000, and in conjunction with similar
facilities in Umeda, will enable the hosting of international
conferences.

An important aspect of Umeda’s urban development is that it
consists not solely of individual building development, but also
the overall transformation of Umeda. Under- and aboveground
pedestrian areas will be expanded and beautified, creating plaza
environments. Local businesses are collaborating in these efforts
with the aim of creating a pedestrian-friendly district to draw
visitors and a world-class setting for commercial activity.

UMEDA Four leading developers working on the

CONNECT project have collaborated on management,
Srraca Arcd image enhancement, and vitalization of the
Mangement Umeda area.

Aliance

1t Alliance

Managed by Umeda Area Manag
WEB: https://grow-umeda.jp/en/
EMAIL : umeda-connect@urban-ii.or.jp
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A New Era Starts Here.

The Fascination of Ever-evolving Umeda, Osaka

As a transport hub used by 2.4 million passengers every day and with a rich array of shopping and amenity options, Osaka's Umeda
district is continuing its evolution into a world-class commercial zone and center of innovation. The Umekita area, which has
achieved major success as a Phase-1Development, is where much of this evolution is taking place. Now the long-awaited Phase-2

Development is under way. Umeda's evolution into an urban area unique on a global scale continues to fascinate.

*Umekita means the "north of Umeda"

' A city clothed in greenery
Umekita Phase-2 Development kicks off

The Umekita Project is rising on the site of a former Japan
Railways (JR) cargo terminal, close to Osaka Station. The huge site
covers nearly a quarter of a million square meters. In April 2013,
construction in the 70,000m? Phase-1Development was
completed, and today the facility receives 50 million visits a year. In
March 2015, urban development plans for Umekita Phase-2 were

finalized, and preparations began for full-scale development.

The Phase-2 zone concept is a fusion of greenery and innovation.
The development plan is challenging, calling for a 45,000m? urban
park at the center of the site, and 80,000m? of greenery for the site as a whole. The overall Umekita Innovation Concept aims to
provide products and services to promote healthy, fulfilling lifestyles. The prefecture and municipality of Osaka, the business

community, and developers are collaborating to realize the features required to deliver innovation.



Competitive bidding for the Umekita Phase-2 Development kicked off in December 2017. Initial developer selection has already
resulted in 20 distinct proposal teams, and participation will also be open to international developers and landscape designers.
Involvement from the beginning in development and design of the entire zone, including the central park, will be a major challenge for

the participants, and a rare opportunity to demonstrate their capabilities.

Meanwhile, basic construction, including transport infrastructure, is moving ahead. Osaka Station is a key transport hub offering
unmatched access to the entire Kansai region, but the start of construction for direct connections between Kansai International
Airport, and Osaka and Shin-Osaka Stations, promises to cut transit time to the airport to around 20 minutes. At the same time, a new
planned rail line, the Naniwasuji Line, will run north-south through metropolitan Osaka. Once the line is complete, access from Kansai

International Airport will be even faster and more convenient.

Transport

Kita-Umeda Station is to
be constructed within
the development zone,
and a new rail line, the

Naniwasuji Line, is to run

,,ﬁy ew undergruund line Haniwasuji
= 85, ‘ o Line route

from the south to the

north of the city.

The Umeda Area

45,000m? of the 170,000m? Phase-2 Development zone has been secured to

create an urban park.

« Generating innovation from multifaceted interaction
The success of Knowledge Capital

It has been less than five years since Grand Front Osaka, as part of the Phase-1Development, opened its doors. Knowledge Capital is a
core facility within Grand Front Osaka, a place for knowledge creation and exchange. Locating a center for knowledge creationina
central retail facility has attracted international attention and throngs of foreign visitors. The expanding roster of international
participants includes those from Austria, France, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Thailand. Promotion of such activities as mutual cross-

marketing and business matching has steadily bolstered Knowledge Capital's value as a bridge for international business.



The two main features of Knowledge Capital are The Knowledge
Salon, which serves as a setting for members to communicate, and
The Lab., for presentation of research results. The Knowledge
Salon is staffed with communicators experienced in matching
members, and the resulting interchange is spawning numerous
collaborations. The Knowledge Salon also hosts over 200 events
annually, giving its 2,000 members a broad selection of interaction
opportunities. There are many international members, and a long

The Lab. and Communicators waiting list to join.

The Lab. serves as a setting for enterprises and universities to present research results. Visitor feedback is encouraged to drive
further refinements aimed at realizing practical new products and technologies. Participants praise The Lab. for the domestic and
international product exposure it offers. Such exposure can in some cases lead to further opportunities, such as joint development

agreements with major enterprise partners, or funding from international investors. The Lab. is a powerful incubator for success.

When Umekita Phase-2 is complete, it will act as a magnet for a diverse population, and is expected to become a major center for

innovation.

Hack Osaka is an annual international innovation
conference held since 2012 by Osaka, the Open Innovation

City. The theme of this year's conference is "Power to

Connect and Get Connected Produces Serendipity: Give
HackOsaka P

Before You Get."

— HackDsaka 2018

February 27, 2018 (13:00 - 18:00)
_ : Websit
Grand Front Osaka, Congrés Convention Center B2F

A succession of major projects
Supercharging Umeda's development

Within a one-kilometer radius, Umeda includes seven railway stations and a wide range of retail and office facilities, hotels, and
convention spaces, all in one compact area. Several major development projects have been completed in recent years, including
Osaka Station City, rising over JR Osaka Station, as well as the Umeda Hankyu Building renovation and the Umekita Phase-1

Development. The face of Umeda is changing all the time.



The Umeda 1-1Projectis in progress in the area to the south of JR
Osaka Station, with the Dai Hanshin and Shin Hankyu Buildings
undergoing comprehensive renovation and reconstruction that will
transform them into an integrated complex. The project is notable
for being the first development to receive permission to connect
two buildings with a commercial facility spanning the space over
the roadway between them. Work is progressing in stages with
completion slated for spring 2022. The Hanshin Department Store
will occupy nine aboveground floors. The 11th floor will feature a _’,H:{m- A
sky lobby and conference facility, while the 12th to 38th floors will ﬁ::‘é;‘,g" i
house the largest single office zone in western Japan. The goal is = -
to bring Osaka's business and convention facilities to a level that is

every bit as competitive as those in Tokyo. The project will include Umeda 1-1 Project

an auditorium with seating for 1,000, and in conjunction with A department store is to occupy the space up to the 9th floor,

and offices and other spaces will occupy the 11th floor and

similar facilities in Umeda, will enable the hosting of international 3
above.

conferences.

Animportant aspect of Umeda's urban development is that it consists not solely of individual building development, but also the
overall transformation of Umeda. Under- and aboveground pedestrian areas will be expanded and beautified, creating plaza
environments. Local businesses are collaborating in these efforts with the aim of creating a pedestrian-friendly district to draw

visitors and a world-class setting for commercial activity.

Umeda Connect

UMEDA

CQ\INECT Four leading developers working on the project have collaborated on management, image

enhancement, and vitalization of the Umeda area.

ﬁgea%aerif:t Managed by Umeda Area Management Alliance &  Website

Allibrize EMAIL : umeda-connect@urban-ii.or.jp
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A New Era Starts Here

The Fascination of Ever-evolving Umeda

m!)—F

—H 240 AL DEBRENMTEROIREODETHY . avEVTZFILOKkRALT
AZTADRET HEES, HREEZ)—FFTEIEDRRIY T -4/ R—=2 a3 U@~
EHELEZEHREIT TS, TOHLEES 5O Ff] [, RITHEREAKRE LTI ZIR
. @EHFELT2ndstage NEENT 5, HRETZ ZITLABVEBALEEI L T8
Bl Mo BABEELLY,

As a transport hub used by 2.4 million passengers every day and with a rich
array of shopping and amenity options, Osaka’s Umeda district is continuing
its evolution into a world-class commercial zone and center of innovation. The
Umekita area, which has achieved major success as a Priority Development
Zone, is where much of this evolution is taking place. Now the long-awaited
second phase of development is under way. Umeda’s evolution into an urban

area unique on a global scale continues to fascinate.
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A city clothed in greenery

Umekita Phase Two Development kicks off
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The Umekita Project is rising on the site of a former Japan Railways (JR)




cargo terminal, close to Osaka Station. The huge site covers nearly a quarter
of a million square meters. In April 2013, construction in the 70,000 m?
Priority Development Zone was completed, and today the facility receives 50
million visits a year. In March 2015, urban development plans for Umekita

Phase Two were finalized, and preparations began for full-scale development.
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The Phase Two zone concept is a fusion of greenery and innovation. The
development plan is challenging, calling for a 45,000 m? urban park at the
center of the site, and 80,000 m? of greenery for the site as a whole. The
overall Umekita Innovation Concept aims to provide products and services to
promote healthy, fulfilling lifestyles. The prefecture and municipality of Osaka,
the business community, and developers are collaborating to realize the

features required to deliver innovation.
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Competitive bidding for the Umekita Phase Two Development kicked off in
December 2017. Initial developer selection has already resulted in 20 distinct
proposal teams, and participation will also be open to international developers
and landscape designers. Involvement from the beginning in development
and design of the entire zone, including the central park, will be a major
challenge for the participants, and a rare opportunity to demonstrate their

capabilities.
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Meanwhile basic construction, including transport infrastructure, is moving
ahead. Osaka Station is a key transport hub offering unmatched access to the
entire Kansai region, but the start of construction for direct connections
between Kansai International Airport, and Osaka and Shin-Osaka Stations,
promises to cut transit time to the airport to around 20 minutes. At the same
time, a new planned rail line, the Naniwasuji Line, will run north-south
through metropolitan Osaka. Once the line is complete, access from Kansai

International Airport will be even faster and more convenient.

whERHL

BHRERB/MNDA / R— a3 U FEIH

FLyOXrEF LD

Generating innovation from multifaceted interaction

The success of Knowledge Capital
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It has been less than five years since Grand Front Osaka, a Priority
Development Zone, opened its doors. Knowledge Capital is a core facility
within Grand Front Osaka, a place for knowledge creation and exchange.
Locating a center for knowledge creation in a central retail facility has
attracted international attention and throngs of foreign visitors. The
expanding roster of international participants includes those from Austria,
France, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Thailand. Promotion of such activities as
mutual cross-marketing and business matching has steadily bolstered

Knowledge Capital’s value as a bridge for international business.
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The two main features of Knowledge Capital are The Knowledge Salon,
which serves as a setting for members to communicate, and The Lab., for
presentation of research results. The Knowledge Salon is staffed with
communicators experienced in matching members, and the resulting
interchange is spawning numerous collaborations. The Knowledge Salon also
hosts over 200 events annually, giving its 2,000 members a broad selection of
interaction opportunities. There are many international members, and a

continuing waiting list to join.
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The Lab. serves as a setting for enterprises and universities to present
research results. Visitor feedback is encouraged to drive further refinements
aimed at realizing practical new products and technologies. Participants praise
The Lab. for the domestic and international product exposure it offers. Such
exposure can in some cases lead to further opportunities, such as joint
development agreements with major enterprise partners, or funding from

international investors. The Lab. is a powerful incubator for success.
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Knowledge Capital also engages in a range of other activities, including
lectures by leading individuals in different fields, presented in a café setting to



audiences ranging from junior-high school students and up, as well as the
Knowledge Innovation Awards, presented to persons who have engaged in
outstandingly innovative activities at Knowledge Capital, and the Knowledge
Capital CHO school collaborative series. The awards feature a junior and
senior high school division, and are gaining attention for their role in youth
education.
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When Umekita Phase Two is complete, it will act as a magnet for a diverse

population, and is expected to become a major center for innovation.
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A succession of major projects

Supercharging Umeda’s development
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Within a one-kilometer radius, Umeda includes seven railway stations and a
wide range of retail and office facilities, hotels, and convention spaces, all in
one compact area. Several major development projects have been completed
in recent years, including Osaka Station City, rising over JR Osaka Station, as
well as the Umeda Hankyu Building renovation and the Umekita Priority

Development Zone. The face of Umeda is changing all the time.
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The Umeda 1-1 Project is in progress in the area to the south of JR Osaka
Station, with the Dai Hanshin and Shin Hankyu Buildings undergoing
comprehensive renovation and reconstruction that will transform them into an
integrated complex. The project is notable for being the first development to
receive permission to connect two buildings with a commercial facility
spanning the space over the roadway between them. Work is progressing in
stages with completion slated for spring 2022. The Hanshin Department Store
will occupy nine aboveground floors; the 11th floor will feature a sky lobby and
conference facility, while the 12th to 38th floors will house the largest single
office zone in western Japan. The goal is to bring Osaka’s business and
convention facilities to a level that is every bit as competitive as those in Tokyo.
The project will include an auditorium with seating for 1,000, and in
conjunction with similar facilities in Umeda, will enable the hosting of

international conferences.
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An important aspect of Umeda’s urban development is that it consists not
solely of individual building development, but also the overall transformation
of Umeda. Under- and aboveground pedestrian areas will be expanded and
beautified, creating plaza environments. Local businesses are collaborating in
these efforts with the aim of creating a pedestrian-friendly district to draw

visitors and a world-class setting for commercial activity.
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Umeda Connect
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West Japan Railway Company, Hankyu Corporation, Hanshin Electric Railway,
and Grand Front Osaka TMO are collaborating on Umeda area management,
upgrading Umeda’s overall appeal and bringing new energy to the area. With
a map of Umeda as well as a dedicated website, the partners will be posting
everything about Umeda, including local events and the latest information on

things to do and see.

mHack Osaka VI
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Hack Osaka is an annual international innovation conference held since 2012
by Osaka, the Open Innovation City. The theme of this year’s conference is
“Power to Connect and Get Connected Produces Serendipity: Give Before You
Get.”
Date: February 27, 2018 (13:00 - 18:00) (Scheduled)
Venue: Grand Front Osaka, Congrés Convention Center B2F
https://www.innovation-osaka.jp/hackosaka/en.html
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The Umekita Area
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Umekita is an urban development zone on the north side of JR Osaka Station,
on a former JR cargo terminal with an area of nearly a quarter of a million m?.
Seventy thousand m? of this area were designated a Priority Development
Zone, with development completed in April 2013. The remainder of the site is
designated the Umekita Phase Two Development and will include a 45,000 m?
urban park. The Umeda area, formerly divided east and west by the cargo
terminal, will be unified, further boosting its potential. Furthermore, a branch
line of the JR Tokaido Line will be brought underground and a new station is

being constructed, reducing travel time to Kansai International Airport.

B

Transport
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A rail line will connect to those already running through Kyoto and Shin-Osaka
to Kansai International Airport, and a new station will be constructed in
Umekita. This will reduce travel time from Osaka Station to the airport by 20

minutes.
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In addition, a new rail line, the Naniwasuji Line, is planned for construction
beneath Naniwasuji, a major artery running north-south through the city. The
line will connect Umeda with the Namba area and is scheduled to open in 2031.
This will be the birth of a new line and route connecting the new station with
Kansai International Airport. It will have a significant impact, adding more

trains to and from city and airport and reducing travel time to Osaka Station.
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The Lab.
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In the Active Lab., creators can display prototypes under development, and
enterprises, research institutions, universities, and others can present the
fruits of their research. In the nearby Active Studio, visitors can enjoy
workouts and other activities. Communicators are always on hand to help
drive the speed and accuracy of innovation by feeding back visitor comments
to creators. There is also Café Lab. and an event space for hosting lectures
and events. Furthermore, Knowledge Capital offers a theater and conference

rooms as well as access to a convention center with space for 3,000 visitors.
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Umeda 1-1 Project
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Floors 12 to 28 are dedicated to office space, meaning the Umeda 1-1 Project
will be the largest and most advanced office zone in Western Japan when
completed. The building will also be equipped with a conference hall
accommodating 1,000 visitors, to be located on the 11th floor, below the office
zone. The building will also feature a Sky Lobby, as well as a relaxing rooftop

plaza on the 12th floor.
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In case of disaster, the conference zone and rooftop plaza can serve as



temporary shelter space for persons who may find themselves stranded in the

area.
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Timothy Hornyak

e Freelance Journalist

Tim Hornyak is a freelance science and technology journalist based in Tokyo. He is also the author
of “Loving the Machine: The Art and Science of Japanese Robots.” Hornyak has worked as Tokyo
correspondent for IDG News, editor at Kyodo News, and NHK, and has contributed to media such
as Scientific American, PC World, CIO, TechWorld, TechHive, Canadian Business, the Globe and
the Mail, Kyoto Journal, CNET News, Far Eastern Economic Review, and the MIT Technology
Review.

In addition to writing on techonology, business, and science, he has written on Japanese culture and
history for titles including National Geographic News and Lonely Plant guidebook series, and has
lectured on Japanese robots at the Kennedy Center in Washington. He is a graduate of the McGill
University, Montreal, Canada in English Literature.

Experience

e Freelance Journalist
1998 — Present
Publications include - Scientific American, PC World, CIO, TechWorld, TechHive, Canadian
Business, the Globe and the Mail, Kyoto Journal, CNET News, Far Eastern Economic
Review, the MIT Technology Review

e Tokyo Correspondent
IDG News Service
Dates Employed 2014 —2015

e CNET News contributor
CBS Interactive
Dates Employed 2009 —2013

e Author
Lonely Planet
Dates Employed 2006 — Dec 2012

e Editor
NHK TV
Dates Employed 2005 — 2008

e Editor
Kyodo News
Dates Employed 2000 — 2005

e Editor, medical magazine
STA Communications
Dates Employed 1997 — 1998



Selection of Past Articles:

CIO — SoftBank gives more detail about $50B US investment

PC World — Japan starts 8K TV broadcasts in time for Rio Olympics

PC World — Asus Chairman Jonney Shih explains the Zenbo robot

IEEE Spectrum — SCHAFT Unveils Awesome New Bipedal Robot at Japan Conference
CIO Australia — Toshiba rolls out activity trackers for seniors

TechWorld (AU) — Fujitsu brainstorm room lets you write on the walls

Computer World New Zealand — How Japan's Privacy Visor fools face-recognition
cameras

TechWorld (AU) — Nokia rolls out spherical camera for virtual reality apps

World India — Line aims lightweight chat app at developing countries

Other titles-

Intelligent Electric Cars at Tokyo Motor Show

Nintendo's President Iwata's death comes as firm tries to move to mobile
Giant mecha robots from Japan, US will meet in epic battle

IT firms' cloud appetite strong as gear sales surge 25 percent

In Japan, Uber dons white gloves to battle an elegant rival

Sony launches crowdfunding site, e-paper remote control

Toshiba readies scorpion-like robot for Fukushima nuclear plant

Japan seniors' home deploys cloud-connected air conditioners, motion sensors
Lexus claims most 'Back to the Future' hoverboard yet

Why SoftBank's Pepper could become the iPhone of robots

Foxconn, Alibaba join SoftBank in global robotics push

NHK tries to prime viewers for 8K with interactive features



Dan Sloan

e Senior Advisor to Chief Communications Officer, Nissan Motor Corporation
e Editor in Chief of the Nissan Global Media Center

e Freelance Journalist & Reporter

Prior to joining Nissan in April 2011, he was senior correspondent for Reuters Television and an
adjunct professor of Journalism at Komazawa University. His business reports and live segments have
appeared on global broadcasters including CNN, CNBC, BBC, CCTV, MSNBC, along with a variety
of global television and radio outlets. He is a frequent public speaker and commentator in Japan on
topics including his book: "Playing to Wiin: Nintendo and the Video Game Industry's Greatest
Comeback." He earlier served as president of the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Japan, Reuters
Bureau Chief Singapore, and an editor for Knight-Ridder Financial. He is a graduate of Columbia
Graduate School of Journalism and the University of Virginia.

Experience

e Senior Advisor to Chief Communications Officer
Nissan Motor Corporation
Dates Employed Apr 2017 — Present

e Editor-in-Chief, Nissan Global Media Center
Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.
Dates Employed Apr 2011 — Present
Leading the development and management of Nissan’s first dedicated global news center,
established to create multi-media content and social networking sites for a wide variety of
marketing and communication channels.

e Senior Correspondent
Thomson Reuters
Dates Employed 2001 — 2011

Adjunct Professor Journalism
Company NameKomazawa University
Dates Employed 2009 — 2011

e Bureau Chief
Reuters Singapore
Dates Employed 1999 — 2001

e Anchor/Correspondent
Reuters Financial Television
1994 — 1999

e Editor/Correspondent
Knight-Ridder Financial News
1992 — 1994
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Japan's second-largest metro
area aims for a slice of the
start-up pie

Tim Hornyak, Special to CNBC.com
Published 4:37 AM ET Fri, 23 March 2018

Tim Hornyak

Part of the Umekita area in Osaka.

In the heart of Osaka, there's a plot of land that could help make
Japan’s second-largest metropolitan area one of the biggest hubs for
entrepreneurship in the region.

A former rail depot, the "Umekita Phase 2" development now under
construction next to Osaka Station is set to host pharmaceutical and
biotech firms when it opens around 2024. It will complete a project that
began with a row of multipurpose towers, called Grand Front, that's
already home to a handful of start-up incubators and business
accelerators.

"We want to take advantage of this superb geographical location at the
center of Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe to create an environment bringing
together technology from enterprises and universities to unleash new
innovation,"” said Eiji Doi of the Osaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
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recent years with new start-up investment funds, downtown university
campuses, incubators and pitch events.

Last month, Grand Front was the venue for Hack Osaka, a one-day
event designed to encourage open innovation while helping start-ups
from Japan and beyond. Among award winners at the event were Dot, a
South Korean maker of braille watches, and Nature, a Japanese
developer of connected household appliance controllers that work with
Google and Amazon smart speakers. A hardware event called the
Monozukuri Hardware Cup picked a quirky winner: Hachi Tama, a
Japanese start-up that claims to have developed the world's first toilet
for cats that is based on the so-called Internet of Things (loT).

"There have been many legendary hardware entrepreneurs from
Osaka," says Osaka-born Akinori Takahagi, CEO of Moff, a Japanese
developer of sensor bands for entertainment and physiotherapy.
"Especially for loT start-ups, Osaka is a good place to be because
everybody respects loT and hardware."”

Masaaki Yoshikawa, director general of Osaka Innovation Hub, which
hosts Hack Osaka, estimated there are about 1,000 early-stage seed
start-ups in the local area. He pointed to success stories such as
Cookbiz, a company founded in 2007 that developed a job-search
platform aimed at alleviating high turnover and labor shortages in the
food industry.

In November last year, Cookbiz claimed some 3.4 million users, logged
revenue of about 2 billion yen (around $19.4 million), up 67.7 percent
from a year earlier, and began trading on the Tokyo Stock Exchange
Mothers, an index for emerging stocks.

The Kansai region surrounding Osaka has a population of about 21.6
million people and a gross regional product of some $823 billion. Allen
Miner, CEO of local start-up fundraiser SunBridge Global Ventures, says
a highly educated labor pool makes it attractive for fledgling
businesses. Other entrepreneurs value the local business culture for its
down-to-earth acumen and frankness.

"One of the advantages for us for starting up in Osaka is getting
quicker product and customer development,” says Philip Nguyen, co-
founder of Gochiso, an Osaka start-up developing a platform that
rewards users for restaurant reservations and lets them donate to
charities.

"Osaka people are generally very open-minded and opinionated, which
is great for getting quick and straightforward feedback,” adds Nguyen.
"They really think about value for the money, especially in the food
industry, so if you can make a product work here compared to Tokyo,
it'll more likely work in the rest of Japan.”
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Osaka Jidai

It's “Get in the Ring Osaka 2018” night, and two prizefighters - start-up chiefs - are battling in a literal
pitch-off to the “Rocky” theme before a live audience and three tech industry judges. Think Mixed
Martial Arts meets “Shark Tank,” with combatants vying for investors and bigger venture scale.

Launched in the Netherlands six years ago and underwritten in part by the Kingdom’s embassy, Ring
is one of many highlights of Hack Osaka 2018 and the Osaka Innovation Hub (OIH), comprised of
start ups, major corporates and SMEs, universities, a local consortium of supporters and city
developers, and innovators.

Osaka, home to pharmaceutical giants such as Bayer and sporting an economic punch on par with a
small country, aims to be an innovation hub, expanding the reach of tech to areas such as life
sciences, health, trade, agriculture, travel, retail, education and pets.

Yes, pet care. At Hack Osaka, the winner of the Hardware Cup 2018 was a Japanese duo who
presented a high-tech kitty litter box replete with camera and urine sensor that detects kidney disease.
From August, “Hachi Tama” will be on roadshow for entry to Western Europe, home to over 53 million
cats, as well as Japan’s estimated 10 million felines.

Osaka intends a 21st Century return to its 5th Century hub role, when it was a crossroads for foreign
products and new ideas, including religion. “Innovation” and “hub” are among the most overused
monikers in promotion, but the calling to be more than a commuter crossroads for the 2.5 million using
Osaka and Umeda stations daily is palpable, with construction ongoing for six years.

Amid a multimillion-euro Umeda development plan, Osaka'’s incubator Knowledge Capital, located in
the Grand Front building, holds lab displays for domestic and European firms such as Cap Enfants,
which will exhibit a preschool kids’ learning bubble room from April.

France’s Cap Enfants will receive visitor feedback over the next few months to help tailor its product
launch for Japan or other global destinations. Six European countries or cities are in ties, festivals,
projects or business matchmaking with Knowledge Capital, says its director, part of an Osaka image
makeover.

“People wonder in a town known for laughter and takoyaki (octopus balls) whether this concept will
succeed,” said Takuya Nomura, General Producer of Knowledge Capital. “But science and tech
interests are high.”

Osaka may have a 9-trillion-yen economy still mainly driven by the majors, but the vibe is young, and
schools such as Osaka Institute of Technology and Kansai University are providing human capital.
Campuses are in the heart of Osaka-Umeda, and each school sees senior student hiring rates near
99%.

Product design and robotics are among key teachings, and on display at OIT is a robot benza, or
robotic toilet, which takes hygiene one step farther than the standard washlet - it actually wipes.

For the infirm or elderly, that’s appreciated, while thinking outside the box is literally finding traction.
Osaka Tech Professor Kenji Matsui says the 1,000 young people at his school are not necessarily

more driven than their parents, just wired.

“They’re happy,” he answers to whether this generation is something special.



Overall Japan wants to be the most innovative nation in the world, while its current place in last year’s
Global Innovation Index was a lowly 14th, far behind the Top Three of Switzerland, Sweden and the
Netherlands.

Osaka, however, has other plans. Call it the Osaka Jidai.
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