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LBt'S meet In...

Osaka

Groups will be fascinated by the quirkier side to Japan’s second city, but Osaka is also
aspiring to be the nation’s ‘Silicon Valley’ by attracting tech start-ups. Marisa Cannon reports

USPs

Osaka’s downtown

Dotonburi district

offers groups
the sort of experience that
only Japan can offer; home to
quirky souvenir touts, street
stalls serving deep-fried treats
and a seafood restaurant with
a giant plastic crab clawing
its way up the signage. It's
also a shopper’s paradise,
where assistants appear to
be competing for funkiest
window display along the
trendy Shinsaibashi shopping
arcade. Shinsaibashi is famous
for shops offering premium
Japanese confectionary,
clothing, accessories and local
beauty products popular with
Asian tourists, while nearby in
Tachibana-dori, Orange Street
is extolled by fashionistas for its
collection of independent brands
and luxury furniture outlets.

Aspiring to be Japan’s Silicon

Valley, Osaka has positioned
itself as a start-up hub where
entrepreneurs are welcomed
with open arms. Foreign small
and medium-sized enterprises
keen on establishing in the
city can avail of subsidies on
a portion of their investment.
Retail space at Grand Front
Osaka in Umeda (the area
surrounding Osaka Station)
has been earmarked for
entrepreneurial businesses,
housing shops and show
rooms that take on a theme
of innovation. Groups can
host events in parts of Grand
Front Osaka, such as at the
South Building Terrace Garden
opposite Osaka Station or on
the ground floor Plaza, where
automobile and other launches
are often held.

Venues
Osaka
International
Convention
Centre - Known locally

as the Grand Cube,

the 12-floor facility is

a regular choice for
medical conferences.
Venues include a circular
conference room, event hall
and plaza with ramps used
during auto launches.
Ritz-Carlton Osaka - The
Lobby Lounge hosts

daily Afternoon Tea in a
European-style tearoom
with armchairs and live
piano and flute. Dior
recently hosted afternoon
tea for clients in the lounge,
which can accommodate
100 standing.

Hilton Osaka - Located

in the heart of Umeda,

the hotel unveiled 288
renovated guest rooms

in 2014, offering modern
and updated Japanese
touches to the décor and
furnishings. The hotel

has 10 banquet rooms, a
spacious lobby and glass
room for cocktails. Five
restaurants can be booked
out for events.

Billboard Live Osaka -
Located in the basement
of Herbis Plaza department
store, the bar-cum-theatre
can be hired for use during
visiting shows as well as a
host venue for a company’s
own entertainment. The
space can accommodate
around 100 for a sit-down
meal directly in front of the
main stage, with high tables
set up for drinks and snacks
in the back of venue.

Connections

Kansai International Airport is a hub for Japan Airlines,

Al Nippon Airways and Peach, Japan’s largest

low-cost carrier. Kansai is currently Japan’s busiest
airport for foreign arrivals thanks to the large number of budget
airlines it hosts, alternating with Tokyo’s Narita airport for the top slot
every few years. The airport provides direct services to 74 cities in
24 countries and regions and is accessible by train to downtown
Osaka in 30 minutes. Osaka is also served by Shinkansen (bullet
trains) from Tokyo, Nagoya, Kyoto and Sanyo. An hour’s train
journey from Osaka is the Unesco site of Nara, famed for its giant
Buddha, lush parkland and tame, freely wandering deer.

Excursions

River cruises - Groups can take cruises down the

Tombori River, which runs through the southern region

of Dotonburi. Night cruises will regale groups of up to 20
with bright lights of the electronic and mechanical displays stationed
along the canal, including the famous “Glico man” billboard.
Helicopter tours - Osaka has several operators offering 10-20 minute
tours of the city by day or night. From 3,000 metres up, groups
of three to five can enjoy Osaka sights including Japan'’s tallest
building, the Umeda Sky Building, Osaka Castle, Shitenno-ji temple,
Universal Studios and the Kyocera Dome baseball stadium.
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Groups will be fascinated by the quirkier side to Japan's
second city, but Osaka is also aspiring to be the nation’s
‘Silicon Valley’ by attracting tech start-ups. Marisa Cannon
reports

4 Feb 2016

USPs

Osaka’'s downtown Dotonburi district offers groups the sort of
experience that only Japan can offer; home to quirky souvenir touts,
street stalls serving deep-fried treats and a seafood restaurant with a
giant plastic crab clawing its way up the signage. It's also a
shopper’'s paradise, where assistants appear to be competing for
funkiest window display along the trendy Shinsaibashi shopping
arcade. Shinsaibashi is famous for shops offering premium
Japanese confectionary, clothing, accessories and local beauty
products popular with Asian tourists, while nearby in Tachibana-dori,
Orange Street is extolled by fashionistas for its collection of
independent brands and luxury furniture outlets.

Aspiring to be Japan’s Silicon Valley, Osaka has positioned itself as
a start-up hub where entrepreneurs are welcomed with open arms.
Foreign small and medium-sized enterprises keen on establishing in
the city can avail of subsidies on a portion of their investment. Retail
space at Grand Front Osaka in Umeda (the area surrounding Osaka
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Station) has been earmarked for entrepreneurial businesses, housing
shops and show rooms that take on a theme of innovation. Groups
can host events in parts of Grand Front Osaka, such as at the South SEARCHING FOR THE PERFECT VENUE?
Building Terrace Garden opposite Osaka Station or on the ground FIND OUT MORE WITH

MIX CHINA

floor Plaza, where automobile and other launches are often held.

Venues

Osaka International Convention Centre - Known locally as the : 'Eﬁ
Grand Cube, the 12-floor facility is a regular choice for medical g
conferences. Venues include a circular conference room, event hall
and plaza with ramps used during auto launches.

g@‘ MEETINGS
== - SHOW
'- 15 - Olyrrygon Lenden
EXPLOQE MEET. BASCOVER
Introdiuce yourself ot the
UKCs lorgeet gatharing
of meeting suppliers

Ritz-Carlton Osaka - The Lobby Lounge hosts daily Afternoon Tea
in a European-style tearoom with armchairs and live piano and flute.
Dior recently hosted afternoon tea for clients in the lounge, which
can accommodate 100 standing.

Hilton Osaka - Located in the heart of Umeda, the hotel unveiled
288 renovated guest rooms in 2014, offering modern and updated
Japanese touches to the décor and furnishings. The hotel has 10
banquet rooms, a spacious lobby and glass room for cocktails. Five
restaurants can be booked out for events.

Billboard Live Osaka - Located in the basement of Herbis Plaza
department store, the bar-cum-theatre can be hired for use during
visiting shows as well as a host venue for a company’s own
entertainment. The space can accommodate around 100 for a sit-
down meal directly in front of the main stage, with high tables set up
for drinks and snacks in the back of venue.

Connections

mnm e
CH Hang Foundvszn

Kansai International Airport is a hub for Japan Airlines, Al Nippon Wik ohtsisanstians, com

. ) . NN chatltywsik2o1 8
Airways and Peach, Japan’s largest low-cost carrier. Kansai is

currently Japan’s busiest airport for foreign arrivals thanks to the
large number of budget airlines it hosts, alternating with Tokyo's
Narita airport for the top slot every few years. The airport provides
direct services to 74 cities in 24 countries and regions and is
accessible by train to downtown Osaka in 30 minutes. Osaka is also
served by Shinkansen (bullet trains) from Tokyo, Nagoya, Kyoto and
Sanyo. An hour's train journey from Osaka is the Unesco site of
Nara, famed for its giant Buddha, lush parkland and tame, freely
wandering deer.

Excursions

River cruises - Groups can take cruises down the Tombori River,
which runs through the southern region of Dotonburi. Night cruises
will regale groups of up to 20 with bright lights of the electronic and
mechanical displays stationed along the canal, including the famous
“Glico man” billboard.

Helicopter tours - Osaka has several operators offering 10-20
minute tours of the city by day or night. From 3,000 metres up,
groups of three to five can enjoy Osaka sights including Japan's
tallest building, the Umeda Sky Building, Osaka Castle, Shitenno-ji
temple, Universal Studios and the Kyocera Dome baseball stadium.

Tags :
Osaka
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Osaka City Govemment is positioning itself as a hub for start-ups with initiatives charitywalk2016
being rolled out across Umeda, the district around JR Osaka Station, to attract —
new investment. It is hoped meetings and conferences will be generated to
further benefit the Kansai region of Japan.

Several tax incentives and subsidies are on offer to foreign businesses and SEARCHING FOR THE PERFECT VENUE? GITF
small- to medium-sized enterprises dedicated to renewable energy and FIND OUT MORE WITH : 2 0 1 6
biomedical science. Businesses opening in the designated region of the Kansai
Innovation Comprehensive Global Strategic Special Zones will be eligible for Mlx GH'NA P!-ANNE

national support programmes offering up to 100 per cent tax reduction within the ; s 8

first five years, while foreign businesses can enjoy subsidies of up to
US$800,000 on housing and building leases.

AIME

re. Auslr
february

grit Frankfurt

-

The initiatives follow the first phase of the Umeda town development project,
which was completed in April 2013 in order to revitalise the area and promote it
as a ‘knowledge capital. To welcome start-ups that promote knowledge
exchange and innovation, Umeda is offering subsidised office space, venues and
showrooms.

PLANNER.MIXMEETINGS.COM
Umeda’s Congres Convention Center has already been been attracting medical
and phamaceutical shows with the venue hosting an annual average of 200
meetings. The centre has been chosen to host Mipim, Japan’s largest real estate

http://mixmeetings.com/bulletinfosaka-hopes-startup-support-lays-ground-for-meetings-growth-1420 12
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event, which is due to attract over 20,000 attendees from 80 countries from &5 MEETINGS
September 8-9, 2016. Osaka also hosted more than 6,000 delegates for Sibos S - SHOW
2012, a conference of banking and finance technology specialists. ST
EXPLORE MEET. DISCOVER.
Phase 2 of the Umeda development project is under way and due for completion Introdiice yourseifat the

in 2023. There will be a 17-hectare urban park and an underground extension of
the JR Tokaido to link the city centre with Kansai Intemational Airport.
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Japan Osaka
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Regal Airport Hotel, Meeting and
Conference Centre

Cityplaza Osaka

Hotel Claiton Shin Osaka

Hotel Osaka Castle

International House Osaka Hotel
Experience ancient and modern Japan in this food-centric
metropolis

By David Blecken 25 January 2016

= Osaka

Day1 Related Articles

9am It may not be immediately clear at ground level, but Osaka is a city of
waterways. Starting with a helicopter ride (Ogawa Air is one provider) will give = ICCAand MCllaunch

delegates a feel for this intriguing place. Global Destination
Sustainability Index

10am Kuromon Ichiba Market is well worth an early visit to get a sense of why New executive
Osaka came to be known as “the nation’s kitchen” during the Edo period. It's also appointments at CWT cel
a great place for a casual lunch. Thailand tops latest
Pacific World Index
Ritz-Carlton appoints

The Westin Osaka

1pm Doguya-suji is the perfect place to stock up on kitchen utensils including

Sakai knives. You can also try your hand at making plastic sushi often on display general manager in
atlocal eateries. Design Pocket takes reservations two months in advance. Japan

= Readers' Choice: Best
3pm Next to Doguya-suji is Nipponbashi, Osaka’s centre of pop and otaku City for Business
culture. Find quirky souvenirs, or simply explore and be amused. Events

6pm Wherever you are in Osaka, you will never be short of exciting dinner

options. Dotombori dates back to the 1600s, when the Shogunate designated it as the city’s entertainment
district. Here you’ll find an endless expanse of eateries and bars, from takoyaki octopus balls to the most refined
kaiseki dining. A modern alternative is the Grand Front Osaka, a commercial complex in the heart of Umeda

open until 4am. VEN RAIE
Day 2 CARD
9am Builtin the 16th century, Osaka Castle is an arresting building with generous grounds for a pleasant

morning stroll or jog. The park is a joy all year round, with around 600 cherry trees and 95 kinds of Japanese

apricot flowers. ]
11am The Yamamoto Noh Theater is worth a visit not only for traditional performances, but for its modern ce. SpeClEll RepOIt
Japanese interior design. It can also be used as a venue for meetings and special events. el ey re=]

1pm Head to the Tenjinbashisuji Shotengai—the longest shopping alley in Japan—for shopping and lunch.
More unique shops can be found in Nakazaki-cho, a few minutes’ walk from Umeda.

3pm A quiet stroll through the gardens atop the JR Station City offers a respite from the hustle and bustle below. Most Read Articles
Laterin the afternoon, a prime place to watch the sunsetis the Umeda Sky Building, which is worth a visit for its
unusual architecture. = New executive appointments at CWT
) " . = |ICCA and MCl launch Global Destination
6pm Journey along Osaka’s waterways either on foot or on a traditional yakatabune boat from Yodoyabashi to Sustainability Index

Dotombori. The riverside also has a good variety of restaurants. For after-dinner drinks, Sankyubashi Streetis
packed with venues serving Japanese craft beers.

Sustainable events need to be smarter
George P. Johnson appoints MD in Singapore
Thailand tops latest Pacific World Index
AccorHotels' Sofitel brand to expand in
Southeast Asia

= 48 hoursin... Osaka

Main image: Kuromon Ichiba Market

http://www.cei.asia/Article/405423,48-hours-in-osaka.aspx 12
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ENTERTAIN | ON LOCATION | Osaka

KNOWN AS THE CITY OF BRIGHT LIGHTS AND THE
HUB FOR TRADE AND COMMERCE, OSAKA CHANNELS
ITS INNOVATIVE SPIRIT INTO BOLD PLANS FOR MICE
IN THE COMING YEARS

Words SANJAY SURANA

56 MFETINGS & CONVENTIONS ® MCMAG-ASIA.COM Jan-Feb 2016



“Osaka has
the biggest SMEs
f sector in Japan.
here is a lot of energy
ore, lots of innovation...
here is a tangible sense
f excitement—a positive,
can-do spirit among
city entrepreneurs.

MASASAKI YOSHIKAWA,
DIRECTOR GENERAL,
OSAKA INNOVATION HUB

rts, entertainment, food
and fashion beckon in
Minami, the south district
of Osaka, making it the go- ~ Opp: A panoramic view

. . from Umeda Sky Building
. to locale for tourists and foodies. For From top clockwise: A
business, Kita is the district to watch. floating garden at the top

X Rk of the Sky Building; JR

Umeda is one of Kita’s blue-eyed boys  Osaka Station’s expansive
in the business and retail arena, and it is fﬁiﬁgoi’;itﬁ:ﬁtigr‘oes’:k?s
currently undergoing rapid change. Bar Adee

Umeda enjoys a strategic location
and role as the transportation heart
of the city, as it is home to Osaka
Station, the largest station in Western
Japan, with 2.5 million passengers
passing through it every day. What'’s
more, Umeda has wrapped up the first
chapter of an ambitious infrastructure
project while preparing for the second
one. The Umekita development
completed Phase 1 in 2013, building
on former rail depot yards to create
offices, retail and convention spaces,
hotels, and apartments.

Inspired by the theme of
knowledge, it was devised through the
cooperation and commitment of four
sometimes-competing organisations —
JR West Railway, Hankyu Corporation,
Hanshin Electric Railway, and the
newly established Grand Front Osaka

TMO - as a place for businesses
to come together and exchange
information. The development
included large-scale renovation and
a new building for Osaka Station,
purpose-built entertainment, meeting
and retail facilities, and the jewel of
them all, the Grand Front Osaka
tower, a multipurpose complex with a
convention centre, retail and meeting
spaces, innovation centres, and the
stylish InterContinental Hotel.
Thanks to the thoughtful execution
of Phase 1, planners are now spoilt
for choice for venues in Umekita.
“Internationally, people know Tokyo
and Yokohama for business meetings,
Kyoto for culture meetings. Osaka is
not so well known,” said Hironobu

VI BUREAU AN

Jan-Feb 2016 MEETINGS & CONVENTIONS ® MCMAG-ASIA.COM 57
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Matsuio, a manager at Osaka
International Convention Centre
(OICC). Before Umekita’s Phase 1
development, OICC, situated about a
15-minute car ride from Osaka Station,
was the de facto choice for large-scale
events in the city.

The new Umekita development has
now added extra capacity and lustre
to the city, with a range of venues
to accommodate any type of event.
These include the Knowledge Capital
Congres Convention Centre (seating
capacity 1,750), Herbis Hall (1,000),
Knowledge Capital Theatre (381),
InterContinental Hotel (272), Hotel
New Hankyu Osaka (922), and The
Ritz-Carlton hotel (292).

Grand Front Osaka has a
Knowledge Plaza in the central atrium
that can host 100, a beautifully open
space, while Billboard Live in the
Herbis Complex (the complex has
extensive medical facilities, tying in
with the city’s reputation for medical
innovation), can seat 350 and stage live
shows or 3-D films.

58 MEETINGS & CONVENTIONS ® MCMAG-ASIA.COM

Osaka Station has eight plazas,
all featuring clocks. Each can
accommodate hundreds of people
and ranges from the eight-storey-
high Atrium Plaza and the Toki-
no-hiroba Plaza that has staged
film festival red carpets, to the
breezy, airy Yawaragi-no-niwa
Plaza, verdant with maple, cherry
blossom, and azaleas during warmer
months. The Umeda 1-1 building,
part of Umekita’s Phase 2, will
fully open in 2022 and will feature a
4,000sqm convention cente.

Masasaki Yoshikawa, director
general of the business incubator
Osaka Innovation Hub, shares
that the city has a palpable desire
to evolve. “Osaka has the biggest
SMEs sector in Japan. There is a lot
of energy here, lots of innovation...
The government wants to help local
businesses; we, for instance, are 100
percent funded by the city.” There is
a tangible sense of excitement here,
a positive, can-do spirit among city
entrepreneurs. ¥a

Left from top: Buzzing events at
Umekita Plaza; InterContinental Osaka’s

NOKA private room; An elegant ambience

at The Ritz-Carlton Osaka; Herbis
Complex offers a variety of events space

UMEKITA - PHASE 2

Innovation and nature will be the

themes of the next stage, which will
officially kick off in 2016. Construction
work will begin on an empty 16.2ha
site next to Phase 1, steps from
Osaka Station. Four hectares of the
site will be given over to green space,
while targeted industries will include
healthcare, environmental, internet-
related companies, strategic economic
development and robotics. A NEW
high-speed train line will connect
the development directly to Kansai
International Airport.

For more information, contact umeda-
connect@urban-ii.or.jp

Jan-Feb 2016
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Japan's Silicon Valley? Osaka hopes hi-tech
startups will reverse economic woes

A startup incubator in an Osaka shopping mall lets customers test experimental prototypes such as
drones and holograms. Its aim is to stop the city’s brain drain

Mark Harris in Osaka
Thursday 31 March 2016 13.51 BST

t first glance, Grand Front Osaka in the heart of Japan’s second city looks like any

high-end international mall. Fashionistas parade their latest purchases from

upscale boutiques, while expensively dishevelled youths cruise endless escalators,
coffees in hand.

But amid global retailers such as Muji, Panasonic and Zara nestle dozens of shops with
less familiar names: Enellege, Au, and Kinki University Fisheries Restaurant. These are
not traditional stores but one-off outlets offering exclusive new products and services
still under development.

Shoppers can try smartphone apps while they are being coded, sample the latest energy-
efficient gadgets, or even sit down to a meal of the world’s first farmed bluefin tuna (a
species that has been critically overfished in the wild).

Inside a three-storey space called The Lab are even more experimental prototypes,
including drones, holograms and digital shopping assistants. With a wave at a video
screen, a virtual silk kimono is overlaid on a floor-to-ceiling image of me, following my
every move. If I like it, I can add it to my shopping cart without ever squeezing into a
changing room.

It is all part of an ambitious attempt by Osaka to recreate the success of Silicon Valley by
harnessing the power of individual consumers as beta testers, not online but in person at
plazas and food courts in the city’s newest shopping centre.

Japan’s economic woes are well-known. Its GDP is lower than it was 20 years ago, a
quarter of the population is over 65, and the brightest youngsters tend to flee to Tokyo or
elsewhere. From 2013 to 2015, Tokyo gained 10 times as many people aged 25 to 34 as
Osaka lost.

Technology giants like Sharp - recently bought by a Taiwan company but still based in
Osaka - that used to rule the world now limp along as ‘zombie’ firms propped up by
government cash. A local journalist even wrote a book warning that the city could end up
bankrupt and abandoned, like Detroit.

If Osaka’s plan works, today’s initial crop of startups will grow, flourish and lure young
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workers back to the city to start their own businesses. “Startups are just 8.5% of
businesses here but they produce almost 40% of new jobs,” says Masaaki Yoshikawa,
director general of the Osaka Innovation Hub, a municipally-funded incubator, quoting
data from Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. “And yet Japan has three
times fewer startups per capita annually than the UK or US.”

The Lab will be part of a scheme called Knowledge Capital, designed to help new ideas
make it to market faster. It starts in offices above the mall named the Knowledge Salon.
This members-only co-working space has hot desks, lounges, and meeting rooms for 275
entrepreneurs, each of whom pays a heavily subsidised fee of just 10,000 Yen (around
£60) a month.

If a company needs room to grow, it can occupy one of 52 small dedicated offices called
Collabo, or even a fully-fledged office suite, all at knock-down rates. There is also a
library, accountant and lawyers on site to offer professional advice.

The next step is to move to the Lab in the mall downstairs. This is currently home to
about a dozen startups and universities in the process of perfecting new products.
Because most startups can’t spare the staff for their booths at the Lab, Osaka provides
professional “communicators” to conduct demonstrations, help users and collect
feedback on the products.

“The startup scene in Osaka is at an early stage,” says Sifang Lu, a 30-something
developer who moved back to Japan recently after a spell in Silicon Valley. “But here, we
actually get this help from the city. In San Francisco, they just collect taxes.”

Lu is working on an app called Meet My Dog that allows users to make playdates with
other dog owners. “The key difference between Japan and other countries is that
software engineers make very little money here,” he says. “They’re treated like labour.”

Despite securing some funding, Lu is not quite ready yet for the ultimate step: a move to
one of the two dozen Future Life Showroom storefronts in the mall itself. In fact, none of
the startups that began life at Knowledge Capital has yet graduated to a full retail shop,
perhaps because the project only began in 2013. In the meantime, the storefronts have
been snapped up by established brands like Coca-Cola and Mercedes-Benz happy to find
spaces where they can try something new.

One more alternative shop in the showroom is a medicinal herb restaurant run by Rohto,
a pharmaceutical company, as part of a vaguely defined “medical check-up” community
project. The restaurant grows many of its own vegetables on site under LED lights.
Processing, packaging, transporting, storing and preparing fresh fruit and vegetables
uses about four times as much energy of growing them in the first place. Japan’s crowded
cities are ideal for experimenting with indoor farming.

Osaka’s efforts in innovation have also reached beyond the mall walls. Moff is a watch-
like wearable toy that automatically adds light sabre or air guitar sound effects to
children’s games. It was developed during a city-supported hackathon in Osaka, then
funded on Kickstarter in 2014, and is already in the shops. The only problem for Osaka is
that as soon as Moff found success, it moved out of the city.
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“The president of Moff took the company and its engineers to Tokyo,” admits Masaaki
Yoshikawa. “But we are targeting becoming a gateway city. In the long run, as Osaka
becomes a gateway city with more global connections, we would expect them to come
back again.”
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One is the capital preparing to host the 2020 Olympics, the
other is Japan's second city, which is harnessing the spirit of
innovation. Michael Taylor reports from Tokyo and Marisa
Cannon from Osaka

> Bright lights, big cities

Japan is already in the prestige bracket when it comes to meetings
and events, but a weakening yen and mounting anticipation for the
2020 Tokyo Olympics are making the country an even more
attractive prospect for delegates. The events sector is experiencing
promising growth with global DMC Pacific World expanding into the
region last year, and a number of international hotel brands setting
up shop for the first time, including JW Marriott and Hyatt’s boutique
brand, Hyatt Centric.

Osaka is also adopting the spirit of renewal as the city is positioned
as a start-up hub for tech businesses while more venues and outdoor
spaces become available. Nearby Nara serves as a relaxing cultural
excursion for visiting delegates, and is easily accessed in a half hour
from Osaka Station, while downtown Dotonbori offers an exciting
experience of the city’s eccentric underbelly.

Michael Taylor looks into Tokyo's new hotels and the Big Sight's
Olympic role.
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Tokyo

With four years until the world’s attention is drawn to the Olympics,
Tokyo’'s portfolio of hotels and events facilities are getting a
makeover, and numerous new venues are being added to the mix.

The Odaiba area, known as Tokyo Bay, will host key events during
the 2020 Olympics. The games’ media centre will be at Tokyo Big
Sight and the venue will also host wrestling, tae kwon do, fencing
and the official international party venue.

With a waterfront location, the Hilton Tokyo Odaiba has spectacular
views of the Rainbow Bridge, the Tokyo skyline and across the bay
with sunsets providing a wondrous backdrop for indoor and outdoor
events. Boat excursions can also be arranged from the hotel.

The hotel was previously under the Nikko brand, though Hilton took
over management last October. The 453-guest room hotel has 10
F&B outlets, a grand ballroom and numerous small- to medium-sized
meeting rooms.

Tokyo Big Sight is divided into three areas: the East Exhibition Hall,
the West Exhibition Halls and the Conference Tower, which
comprises four inverted pyramids. There are mini-marts, fast-food
outlets, cafeterias, a food court, coffee shops, and other mostly
informal eateries. The East Exhibition Hall is a three-storey structure
with six halls, each one measuring 90 sqgm. The three halls on each
side of the Galleria can be combined into a 26,010 sgm exhibition
space and have mobile roofs that provide daylight. Running between
the six halls, the two-storey galleria has a glass roof, moving
sidewalks and escalators to facilitate the movement of attendees.
The two-tier West Exhibition Hall has four halls surrounding an
atrium. Suitable for small-scale exhibitions and events, they all have
freight elevators. The eight-storey Conference Tower is the jewel in
Tokyo Big Sight’s crown. Facilities include a reception hall suitable
for hosting parties, shows, and symposia as well as 22 conferences
rooms of various sizes.

Other Tokyo choices

Located in Marunouchi, the 150-guest room Tokyo Station Hotel is
housed in a grand redbrick building that dates back to 1915. The
hotel was renovated in 2012 and has three elegant rooms for
medium-sized events and meetings, ranging in size from 180 to 288
sgm. Sit-down dinners and standing buffets can be handled for
between 80 and 180 attendees.

Nearby, Courtyard by Marriott Tokyo Station is a more modest
alternative. It has two food and beverage outlets, a basic fitness
room, and three meeting rooms measuring between 52 and 85 sgqm.
They can accommodate between 27 and 70 attendees in a theatre,
school room or conference style configuration.

One of Tokyo’s newer hotels, Andaz Tokyo Toranomon Hills opened
in mid-2014. It is housed in Tokyo's second tallest skyscraper and
affords spectacular views of the Imperial Palace. The 164-room hotel
has five food and beverage outlets, including a rooftop bar with an
outdoor terrace, Tokyo's highest free-standing wedding chapel and
flexible spaces for holding meetings and events. Other facilities
include a spa, indoor swimming pool and fitness centre.

In the Nihonbshi district, the Aman Tokyo is housed in the Otemachi
Tower with views of the Imperial Palace grounds. More suitable for
intimate events, there is also a boardroom with seating for up to 18,
a meeting room seating up to six, and five private dining rooms with
city views. Japanese art and cultural performances can also be
arranged for groups.

The Prince Gallery Tokyo Kioicho, a Luxury Collection Hotel, will
open indJuly under the management of Starwood’s high-end brand.
The 250-room hotel will occupy levels 30-36 of the new Tokyo
Garden Terrace development and will feature a two-storey sky lobby
with sweeping views Akasaka.

A former palace alongside the tower that was once home to the
crown prince of Korea and his Japanese bride has been preserved.
After World War Il it became a hotel and changed names under the
Prince group. Today it is known as the Akasaka Prince Classic
House.
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Glico man's next big race

Japan’s second city may have the iconic advertising billboard known
as Glico Running Man as its wellloved downtown icon, but
innovation is the recent talk of the town. For the local convention and
visitors bureau, hi-tech businesses, new infrastructure and venue
developments are the cornerstone of the new Osaka.

New developments are centred on Umeda, the district around Osaka
City Station, which in its first phase saw the creation of co-working
spaces, shopping arcades, meeting venues, five-star hotels and the
Capital Congres Convention Centre. Now in its second phase, the
project will transform a 16-hectare plot of land into a commercial
complex that will house corporates in new business, healthcare and
tech, a new railway station, offices and parkland.

Underpinned by the success of the first phase, Umeda has evolved
into an incubator for innovative business and knowledge-sharing
projects, offering a host of venue options for events in and around
the complexes. Outside of Umeda, Osaka is no less impressive in
its group incentive offering. Planners looking to organise activities
can organise outings to the colourful, southern district of Minami,
day trips to nearby Nara and cruises along the city’s waterways on
open-roofed canal boats.

Umeda

A five minute walk from Osaka City Station, the InterContinental
Osaka is popular with families and long-stay travellers thanks to
premium residences perched between the hotel's 29th and 32nd
floors. The apartments serve as elegant temporary homes as well as
venues says director of sales and marketing Bettina Praschinger.
“The balcony areas of the residences are increasingly popular with
groups for cocktails, and we get a lot of interest for events during the
annual fireworks in August thanks to our views.”

One of Umeda’s newest hotels, the InterContinental has four meeting
rooms, an exhibition space and ballroom that offer a suite of event
supplies including plasma TVs, projectors, PA systems, portable
dance floors and a video conferencing system. The hotel also
provides locally inspired experiences for delegates and is able to
arrange local speakers at events, offsite teambuilding activities and
CSR projects that benefit the local environment and community.

Five-star hospitality aside, several outdoor spaces can be used for
events around the Umeda precinct. Shrouded in greenery, both the
South Building Terrace Garden on the Grand Front’s ninth floor and
Umekita Plaza just outside Osaka Station are expansive alfresco
spaces suitable for cocktails, theatre screenings or casual meetings.
The North Building Terrace Garden is a veritable prairie on a rooftop,
where delegates can enjoy lush landscaping alongside views of other
lofty structures in the vicinity. A 4,000 sqm space on the north side
of the North Building called The Garden is another option for large-
scale events that offers respite from the frenetic city outside.

Dotonburi

Though a business destination, Osaka brims with the same kitsch
leisure attractions traditionally sought out in the country’s capital. In
the south, Dotonburi’s shopping district is the city’s beating heart,
defined by a slender canal running through it. An enormous, effigy of
a crab on a restaurant’s fagcade characterises the quirky precinct — a
mix of ramen cafes overhung by gaudy beer advertisements, street
stalls selling breaded seafood and row after row of eccentric clothing
stores, wholesale pharmacies and confectioneries.

The “Glico Running Man” billboard is what's most associated with
Osaka - an enormous LEDHit athlete featured running against a
bright blue track. The billboard was originally installed in 1935 to
advertise the Glico brand of candy, and is currently in its sixth, now
electronic, iteration. Setting off from Tazaemonbashi pier, a canal
cruise is a leisurely way for groups to take in the elaborate bar and
shop signs that decorate the waterway.

Walking west along the canal from Dotonbori, America-Mura is the
go-to for those seeking sartorial inspiration. The area got its name
from a swathe of American labels that infiltrated the area in the
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1980s, though it's now home to local and international boutiques
touting vintage wear, skincare products and handmade crafts. Great
for an afternoon of retail therapy and picking up off-the-wall
souvenirs.

Nara

Home to eight Unesco World Heritage Sites, Nara is a popular day
trip with tourists visiting Osaka and nearby Kyoto. The main event in
Nara is the Daibutsu, or enormous Great Buddha statue, one of
Japan’s key attractions along with Mount Fuji and Kyoto's Golden
Pavilion. On foot, Nara is charming to wander with most main sights
located along the eastern edge of the Nara Koen park including
Todai-ji Temple, which houses the Great Buddha and is also the
world’s largest wooden building. The park is also populated by
hundreds of tame, free-roaming deer, which have become a symbol
of the city and a natural treasure. Groups can enjoy leisurely walks
or rickshaw rides in the park, stopping at the various temples and
shrines situated within it.

On the ground
The J Team

Tel: +81 (0)3 6721 5313

Osaka Convention & Tourism Bureau

Tel: +81 6 6282-5900

InterContinental Osaka

Tel: +81 (0) 6374 5700
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